Cricklade

Neighbourhood Plan
Second Public Consultation (Housing)
Summary Report

Cricklade Town Council

Consultation highlights: what you told us
When assessing the suitability of sites for housing development you ranked the most
important factors as:
1) adequate sewer capacity
2) not joining up with Swindon
3) not being liable to flooding
When assessing the factors regarding the style, type and density of new homes
you ranked the most important as:
1) provision of off street parking
2) style to be in keeping with the character of the town
3) development not to be higher than neighbouring properties
When asked to name a development in Cricklade that you like and which could be used
as a guideline in the future the most popular choice was Stockham Close. The top five,
and the reasons they were chosen, are listed on page 11 onwards.
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Introduction
The Cricklade Neighbourhood Plan (the “Plan”) is being produced by Cricklade Town Council under
the provisions of the Localism Act 2011. The process of preparing the Plan is being carried forwards
by a Working Party comprising a number of councillors together with members of the community
who have expressed a willingness to become involved.
The members of the Working Party during the period of this round of consultation were: Chris Ball, Phil Bowley,
Mark Clarke, John Coole, Lesley Cowley, Sue Holbrook, Bob Jones, Carolyn Russell, Tim Russell, Ruth Szybiak,
David Tetlow and the Wiltshire Council link officer is Henning Totz. Administrative support is provided by the
officers and staff of Cricklade Town Council.
Thank you to all residents that participated in this round of consultation.

3

Background
A key starting point for the Plan process was the development of the Town Plan which was published in October
2012. Cricklade Town Council resolved that the Parish of Cricklade should be the Plan area and this proposal was
agreed by Wiltshire Council in 2013.
One of the key requirements of the Plan process is to consult with the local community and so the opportunity
was taken to initiate that consultation at an early stage by means of a public event in 2013. The Summary Report
of that first consultation is available on the Cricklade Town Council and the Cricklade Neighbourhood Plan
websites and there are paper copies available in the Town Council office.
The first consultation raised a number of issues relating specifically to housing and so the second round of
consultation was carried out to ascertain the detailed views of the community regarding this important topic.
The findings of this round of consultation will be used in formulating the policies that make up the draft Plan
which will be subject to further public consultation in due course.

Parish Boundary
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Planning the consultation
This consultation round was by means of a questionnaire and, to encourage as high a response as possible, the
questionnaire was distributed to all residential properties in Cricklade. Spare copies were available for collection
from the Town Council office or by download from the Town Council or Neighbourhood Plan websites.
Awareness of the process was further enhanced by the following:

• Article in the ‘Cricklade Chronicle’ distributed free to all households in the town
• Entry on the Town Council website homepage
• Regular reminders on the Town Council facebook page
• Entry on the Neighbourhood Plan website
• Posters on the Town Council notice boards (see artwork below)
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The questionnaire
To encourage a high response the questionnaire was kept to just four pages and was designed in such a way
to enable respondents to be able to complete it without any prior knowledge of neighbourhood planning.
However, in order to provide assistance about the questionnaire, or neighbourhood planning generally, a series of
‘drop in’ sessions were held at the Town Council offices where members of the Working party were available to
answer any questions. The sessions covered a combination of daytime and evenings, weekday and weekends.
Residents had the option of completing the paper questionnaire and returning it to the Town Council office
or completing it online using the ‘Survey Monkey’ website.
Although only one paper copy was delivered to each household the questionnaire made it clear that responses would
be welcomed from all residents, particularly the younger members of the community, and to help achieve this the
form could be photocopied, further copies obtained from the Town Council or completed using ‘Survey Monkey.’
Respondents were asked to give their age (in bands) and postcode.
The full questionnaire is included as Appendix A on page 23
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The responses
In total 341 questionnaires were completed which equates to approximately 20% of the households in the
town. Two thirds of the responses were on paper and one third on Survey Monkey. To ease data handling and
aid data analysis the information on the paper questionnaires was input onto Survey Monkey by members of
the Working Party.

Demographic statistics
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61 - 70

over 70

Age

Population Profile adjusted to Mar 15
Second Consultation Responses (Dec 14)

The disproportionately high response rate from those over 60 can be clearly seen which is balanced by the
disproportionately low response from the under 40’s and especially low from the under 30’s. The low response
from the under 18’s is perhaps more easily explained.
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Geographic statistics
Respondents were asked to give their postcode when completing the questionnaire and the results have been
plotted on the map of the built up area of the parish below. The red markers indicate a postcode from which at
least one response has been made and it can therefore be seen that residents from all parts of the town have
participated in the consultation.
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Question 1. What factors should be considered when
assessing the suitability of sites for development?

This question took the responses from the first public consultation where residents were asked to state
(Question 3.4) which factors should be considered if the town was to expand outside the existing framework
boundary. It was therefore already a known fact that all of the fourteen factors listed are important. In this
question we are asking residents to rank those factors to enable us to ascertain which factors are particularly
important when assessing one site against another, and those that are not so.
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Question 2. Which are the most important factors to be
considered regarding the style, type and density of homes
on any new development?

This question was asking residents to rank the factors that had been mentioned in the response to Q3.5 of
the first consultation. This ranking shows the features that respondents think are particularly important on
any new development and those that are not so.
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Question 3a. Are there any housing developments in Cricklade
that you like and which could be used as a guideline for future
development?
There were 164 respondents who chose to give an answer to this question and as some gave more than one
answer the total number of “likes” became 235. Over twenty separate developments around the town were
mentioned but the top five were:

Development

Number of ‘likes’

Stockham Close/Gardens

61

Abingdon Court Farm

40

North Wall

24

Reeds

21

Four Spires (Pittsfield/Deansfield/Bishopsfield)

17

Question 3b. Please explain why.
The following pages are a record of all of the responses to this question for the above listed top five developments.
A number of respondents used the opportunity to raise other planning matters and, for completeness, these are
also included.
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Question 3b. Comments on Stockham Close/Gardens

When Stockham Close was under development a working party was established in conjunction with the developer
to consider how the development should look. As there was no uniformity of construction in Cricklade, the Town Council
asked for a mixture of finishes including roof tiles. You will note there are brick, stone and rendered finishes with slate and
concrete roof tiles. No rear gardens were to face onto the perimeter of the estate to avoid a view of unsightly washing
lines as you entered Cricklade. All the Town Council’s views at the time were adopted. There were lots of benefits for the
town at the time with the land, finance and other help. I think personally Stockham has
become an asset for the town and its community.
Design and open space
Although the houses are in keeping with one another, there is sufficient variation to avoid monotony
Developments is mixed, well spaced out, have adequate parking and to the best of my knowledge do not
have drainage problems
Mixture of housing in sympathetic materials near public transport, town centre and open spaces. Ticks all the boxes
Contains a mix of housing and is attractively set out
They all look like real houses and not little boxes. The only thing missing is chimneys, which so enhance
character of houses and make them look ‘normal’
Quality building, offered to locals and after added value and appeal to Cricklade
They look really nice and I would love Cricklade to expand as I think the higher the population the more businesses may
chose to move here meaning higher employability/ more shops
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Question 3b. Comments on Stockham Close/Gardens continued
The development seems to contain a variety of housing and is an appealing approach to the town. It feels like a
development that has been carefully considered, accepting the limitations and character of the town rather than
being shoe-horned into existing very limited space. Perhaps the addition of some flats/apartments would be a
good idea though to encourage youngsters to stay. It’s such a shame that many want to stay in Cricklade but can’t
afford
a house - this would be a good compromise
Nicer than Manor Orchard or Hammonds
A good example although, as mentioned above, there is insufficient single storey housing available
Look in keeping with a Saxon town. Clean and pleasing on the eye. Energy efficient
Development is mixed, well spaced out, has adequate parking and to the best of my knowledge does not
have drainage problems
Mix of styles, not too high density, mix of brick and cotswold stone
Design mix of Stockham Close, but larger rooms
Near bus stops. Each dwelling has space. Quality!
Space around houses, greenery and gardens, off road parking and garages. More recent developments like
Byre Close and Carpenters at The Forty have not achieved this
Good example of reasonably high density well laid out but not covering a large area
Gardens. Parking. Front gardens. All houses look the same naturally. Decent sized roads and actual paths
Sympathetic appearance. Mix of sizes. Near open space. Enough parking ( I think)
Mixture of housing, ie: detached, semi-detached and terrace
Includes a variety of building materials, sizes of houses. Relatively low rise buildings. Footpaths and open space
& recreation. Looks good on entry to the town from the A419
Nicely set out with lots of open space around
In harmony with the local character and are not intrusive
Varied style and materials, in keeping
Although houses are not huge, they are individual, unregimented and it is a safe area for children and elderly alike
Use of local stone/colour, relatively pretty, not too offensive, could easily be maisonettes or small flats as well
as houses
Is well laid out in such a way to keep vehicle speeds down. Further, it has a mixture of construction materials and
designs that are more pleasing on the eye than the more uniform approach adopted on the housing estates in the
1970s and 1980s. I have reservations about the communal parking areas that have been used in some parts of the
development though

13

Question 3b. Comments on Stockham Close/Gardens continued
Modern but fits in with older buildings
A good mix of housing
Visually very appealing and seem to be of the correct density and mix of house size (ie. 2/3 bed houses)
The construction of the dwellings is in keeping with the character of the town. Also the development gives a
pleasant approach to Cricklade from the A419
Gives a pleasing approach to, and is in keeping with, the historic character of the town.
Provides a good density/mixture of housing whilst maintaining an open-aspect look
Tidy mix of houses with efficient use of space
Mixed housing, bus stop, overflow car park ( unfortunately prone to flooding) footings / access doors higher than
normal to minimise flooding, off street parking, visually attractive at approach to town
The styles are aesthetically pleasing
Good mixture of different house types and different materials in keeping with the historic nature of the town
Visually attractive, not high density, spacious surroundings
Just right this style and proximity seems to tick all boxes. Don’t know whether something similar could be built - any
opportunity at first roundabout opposite turning into Stockham Close? Very pleasing to the eye and there are a
variety of styles. Car ports better than garages as they are used keeping cars off the street. Cotswold stone very good
Small-scale development in keeping with Cricklade character
Mixture of types of dwellings, low turnover, generally pleasant place to live
Enough parking space off-road needs to be provided. Many families now have 2-3 cars, especially as young adults
are staying longer at home and living with parents, as they can’t afford housing, but still have cars! Good sized
housing, gardens, parking, road width, size is manageable. Reeds and Home Ground always feel hemmed in and claustrophobic.
They are reasonably in keeping.
I think we should encourage a ‘Cotswold look’
Seem to be compact and good to look at
Quiet with parked vehicles. Not viewed from outside
A good mix of 2/3/4 bedroom houses with gardens. Attractive, off road parking, a spacious feel, not too crowded together
A mixture of styles and appear to be more pleasing to the eye. There are no bungalows which is the downside
of the development
A good mixture & style of homes, keeping in context with Cricklade
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Question 3b. Comments on Abingdon Court Farm

The houses are mixed in size and have a variety of styles. The style is traditional which suits the town
It looks nice and it seems to work
In keeping and close to town
Good layout, develops brown field where possible, in keeping with the character of the town, minimum impact on traffic.
Does not impact on the environment too much, small scale development. Meets the needs of the local people
Renovating old buildings and making new ones in keeping with the style
Is a coherent development that cleverly references the adjoining farmyard buildings and which has engendered a sense
of community among the residents
Very smart looking, no litter
It’s a style, layout etc, not the only layout available
It makes good use of previous older properties with complementary new-build houses. It makes for a friendly
supportive community which could be mixed age or over 55yr old residents
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Question 3b. Comments on Abingdon Court Farm continued
Good use of space, alternative layout does not contribute to flooding issues resulting from recent
developments in town
Layout and style
Not thinking particularly of the elderly, but the variety of dwellings on the site: two storey and single storey.
Small gardens and sufficient car parking
Mix of traditional and new buildings, sympathetic to local styles etc
The bricks blend with the landscape
Re-use of existing development with mix of sizes
It’s quiet and out of the way for older people
Modest scale development with community feel. I do not like the skyline though
Laid out nicely with open space and gardens. Gardens are necessary for some people but not for others
Nicely set out with lots of open space around
Visually very appealing and seem to be of the correct density and mix of house size (ie. 2/3 bed houses)
Varied style & materials, in keeping
Good mixture of different house types and different materials in keeping with the historic nature of the town
Stands out as a visually attractive development with apparently few parking issues. Is that partly because the
age restriction on ownership and the similarity in dwelling size and type means there is greater likelihood of common
interest amongst the residents and so the residents have a mutual desire to keep it looking good? If so what does that
say about the policy for forcing all new developments to be mixed size and tenure?
Mix of styles, not too high density, mix of brick and cotswold stone
Visually very appealing and seem to be of the correct density and mix of house size (ie. 2/3 bed houses)
Look in keeping with a Saxon town. Clean and pleasing on the eye. Energy efficient
Traditional appearance
Because it is visually in keeping and the over 50 resident requirement is a positive step given an aging population
Provides good accommodation and is in keeping with character of the town
In harmony with the local character, and are not intrusive
It is designed as attractive areas, with green spaces and sufficient parking
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Question 3b. Comments on North Wall

It is designed as attractive areas, with green spaces and sufficient parking
Nicely laid out with off-street parking
Neat, clean style. Different price ranges
Attractive development
Has green area around it which makes it more attractive
Contained, visually similar, well laid-out, not obtrusive
Nice design and mixture of small and medium size properties
Houses have good spacing and adequate parking and within walking distance of shops
Space around houses, greenery and gardens, off road parking and garages. More recent developments like Byre Close
and Carpenters at The Forty have not achieved this
Small, nicely laid out development
Good mix of quality housing in a spacious open setting
Not too high density, aesthetically pleasing, good parking and space
Quiet with parked vehicles. Not viewed from outside
Mixture of homes, well spaced and within easy walking distance of town centre
The style of houses are pleasant and not just boxes
We prefer a traditional red brick house, but it would be nice to see a mix of brickwork on a new development
as estates built in Cricklade seem to have only one style
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Question 3b. Comments on Reeds

Building materials
Open, spacious, flows well
Attractive development
A combination of these styles together with modern house building technology would be ideal
Space around houses, greenery and gardens, off road parking and garages. More recent developments like Byre Close
and Carpenters at The Forty have not achieved this
Good layout and use of matching cotswold stone bricks
In keeping with Cricklade character. Reasonable density which creates a pleasing look to the streets
A good example of infill
Not too high density, aesthetically pleasing, good parking and space
Visually attractive, not high density, spacious surroundings
They are reasonably in keeping
Houses are all nicely spaced. There is a mixture of housing types with off street parking
Modern, but look well constructed; a mixture of sizes, nicely laid out streets etc
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Question 3b. Comments on Reeds continued
Plenty of space, not crowded. Every house has a garage and drive and a garden
A good example of a modern development. Houses there are nicely spaced and there is normally driveways which
are big enough for two cars. New developments should not be about cramming in as many houses in as possible.
Cricklade should not extend the border of the town as Cricklade will lose its small town feel
The Reeds area housing is of reasonable density making good, while not generous use of space
Reeds and Middle Ground feel well laid out, houses are of differing sizes and aren’t all squashed in over looking
each other. Home Ground feels a bit more enclosed and too built up. Most homes have at least one space for
off road parking but the roads are wide enough for parking without feeling that other vehicles (e.g. a fire engine)
would have trouble getting through
A mixture of styles and appear to be more pleasing to the eye. There are no bungalows which is the downside of
the developments

19

Question 3b. Comments on Four Spires (Pittsfield, Deansfield
and Bishopsfield)

Open space, wide roads, everyone isn’t on top of each other.
Houses are not crowded
A combination of these styles together with modern house building technology would be ideal.
There is an airy feel to the area, and (unlike the Pittsfield development nearby) there is adequate offstreet parking
provided. However there is not an adequate mix of property types
Good mix of housing types, looks open
Mixture of types of dwellings, low turnover, generally pleasant place to live.
OK but too big
Mixed selection homes, with room to expand.
70’s plot sizes, mixture of accommodation, open spaces and gardens
Mix of house/ bungalow types. Room for parking, adequate gardens, green areas and the development has style,
not just rows of houses.
Footpaths and space
A good mix of housing and green spaces. Seems to have been successful.
Good mixture of housing and pleasant visual welcome to town
Well located and still looks a good estate
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Provision of gardens/parking feeling of space

Question 3b. Supplementary issues raised
The old police station is ideally suited for development as residential accommodation for the elderly
Houses affordable for first time providers with adequate parking and gardens. My partner and I were unable to buy
our first house in Cricklade due to prices. We located to Abbey Meads Swindon. Now that we are on the property
ladder, we aim to move back to Cricklade depending on the prices of houses available at that time
More provision for older people with higher needs (residential or nursing) sheltered
The development should have a high proportion as possible of affordable and social housing. This is needed so the young
people of the town are able to stay here and not have to move away in search of accommodation. This breaks up and
unbalances our community
The standard of house architecture, ecological measures and design are quite poor. Kevin McCloud’s development
in Swindon is very interesting. House design on the continent is far advanced in terms of social integration,
sustainability and aesthetics. Look to Holland and Denmark for attractive housing which will serve into the
mid-century and beyond, and will be low impact
Care/Nursing Home for the elderly so they do not have to move away from Cricklade where they have friends and lived
most of their lives
Single person accommodation for young and elderly with some supervision to keep some order and help. Per person
this is expensive but it does release larger housing. As electric buggies become more common they need space for
storage and charging
The current developments are very poor examples of exciting forward thinking architectural developments.
We should be looking at harnessing modern techniques whilst remaining in keeping with the historical styles with
in Cricklade. The developments are just smaller examples of the poor housing built in west Swindon. They are just small
estates!
Bungalows! Because bungalows are just not built nowadays due to house builders’ greed! More money to be
made in building three storey houses, thin tall houses - see Holland!!! Our ageing populations need bungalows and not
high rise flats!
I would like to see at least 2-bedroomed apartments for the elderly so that we could downsize but remain in a town that
we know, with good friends. Need to be able to move into reasonably sized apartments - at a lower cost than our family
sized houses - but be able to stay near our friends and enjoy the rest of our days in an environment we love
We strongly approve of the development of modern smaller less expensive housing units on previously built on sites,
filling in between existing housing or providing more concentrated housing where existing, older, non-ecologically sound
houses have been widely spaced. This kind of development does not need to be limited to the development area but
would use land much more efficiently, while protecting the rural environment by not developing green
field or agricultural land this would allow more residential property and more environmentally friendly building
to be available
There are a number [of examples of developments] that should not be used that have compacted houses in the smallest
space possible with narrow access, very small and limited parking
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Question 3b. Supplementary issues raised continued
There is no mention of provision of housing for the elderly - why not? All of us get old at some point
Where do you go for nursing care in Cricklade or respite care?
Cricklade should try and maintain a distinct identity from the urban sprawl that is Swindon. Part of that could be through
the design and provision of a design led housing stock - using traditional materials with a modern twist (or modern
material with a nod to the past); eco conscious etc. Fewer better homes is preferable. Insist on a higher minimum
footage; Choose a smaller developer; allow provision for self build. Make it desirable for existing residents to trade up,
thus freeing other housing stock
What about a care home?
Inadequate parking or over “environmental” emphasis leads to increased anti-social behaviour (Swindon’s learning
from the Abbeymeads!!) Cricklade only survives due to commuters - more speed limits & “ANTI-CAR” agendas will kill
our future
More bungalows and single storey accommodation required as there is a large percentage of over-60’s living in
Cricklade and this sector is growing. Let’s keep Cricklade a small rural town- not merging with Purton/Swindon
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Reasons for the questionnaire

About y

This inform
be used as

Last year we held a preliminary public consultation on the issues which might be covered in
the Cricklade Neighbourhood Plan. From the answers we recieved we would now like to ask
some further questions that relate specifically to new housing development.

Your age g

0-18

How to complete the questionnaire

Questio

This questionnaire may be completed online at www.surveymonkey.com/s/cnp14 or by completing the tear off form
opposite and returning it to the Town Council office at Ockwells, 113 High Street, Cricklade, Witshire SN6 6AE.
Please respond by Friday 19th December.

We were to
We now ne

Please give
Please tick

Who should complete the questionnaire
We are keen to receive the views of all residents, particularly the younger members of the community, and not just one
response per household. Please feel free to photocopy the form or collect further copies from the Town Council office.
Using Survey Monkey will make it much easier for you though.

Factor

The develo

If you have any questions

The develo

If you would like more information about how to complete the questionnaire, or about neighbourhood planning in
general, then we will be holding a series of ‘drop-in’ sessions when members of the Working Party will be available
to chat to. They will be held at the Town Council office as follows:

A number

The develo

The develo
in the tow

5pm to 8pm on the Thursdays 4th December and 11th December
10am to 1pm on the Saturdays 29th November, 6th December and 13th December

The sewer

Please feel free to call in, we look forward to seeing you.

The develo
should not

Alternatively you can phone us via the Town Council on 01793 751394.

The develo
and habita

Questionnaire issued by Cricklade Neighbourhood Plan Working Party.

The develo
of the tow

The develo
homes are

The develo

The develo
joining up

Please read on for more information...

The develo

The report on the 2013 public consultation is available to read on crickladenp.org.uk and on the Town Council
website www.cricklade-tc.gov.uk. Paper copies are available to read in the Town Council office. The document
also contains a lot of useful information about the neighbourhood planning process and is well worth a look.

The major
the existin

We cannot yet be certain on the minimum new housing numbers that Wiltshire Council will require to be built
in Cricklade between now and 2026 as the ‘Core Strategy’ has still not yet been approved by the Planning
Inspector. However we believe it is likely to result in a requirement for Cricklade in the range of 60 to 80.

✂

Please Tu
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About you
This information will be used to demonstrate that we have gained the views of a cross section of the population but will not
be used as part of any decision making process for the Neighbourhood Plan.
Your Postcode

d in
ask

Your age group (please tick one)
0-18

19-30

31-40

41-50

51-60

61-70

over 70

Question 1
We were told that the following factors should be considered when assessing the suitability of sites for development.
We now need to find out which you think are the most important.
Please give all of the following factors a score from 1 to 7, where 1 is very important and 7 is not at all important.
Please tick one box on each line.
Importance
High
Factor

1

Low
2

3

4

5

6

7

The development should have a positive visual impact on Cricklade
The development should not impact town centre parking
A number of smaller sites are preferable to a single large one
The development should maintain the historic character of the town
The development should not impact on existing open spaces
in the town
The sewers for the development should have adequate capacity
The development site and the nearby surrounding area
should not be subject to ﬂooding
The development should protect the natural environment
and habitats
The development should be within easy walking distance
of the town centre
The development should give priority to local families when the
homes are first sold
The development should not add to Cricklade’s traffic issues
The development should not result in Cricklade and Swindon
joining up
The development should be close to public transport access
The majority of new housing should be contained within
the existing built up area

✂

Please Turn Over for Questions 2 & 3
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Question 2
We were told that the following factors should be considered regarding the style, type and density of homes on any
new development. We now need to find out which you think are the most important.
Please give each of the following factors a score from 1 to 7, where 1 is very important and 7 is not at all important.
Please tick one box on each line.
Importance
High
Factor

1

Low
2

3

4

5

6

7

Public open space must be provided
Shared ownership homes must be provided
Social rented homes must be provided
Bungalows must be provided
Low cost starter homes must be provided
Gardens must be provided
Low rise apartments must be provided
Off street resident parking must be provided
The style of construction should be in keeping with the character
of the town
Homes suitable for the less mobile must be provided
Development must be low density even though it will require
more land than a high density development
Development must be eco friendly
Development must not be higher than neighbouring properties
Local traditional materials must be used
Developments must contain a mixture of dwelling types

Question 3
a) Are there any housing developments in Cricklade that you like and which could be used as a guideline for future development?

b) Please explain why (optional)

Please complete online or return to the Town Council, Ockwells, 113 High Street, Cricklade, Witshire SN6 6AE
by Friday 19th December
Thank you for your contribution!
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